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SIAM CLOSER TO JAPAN m

—

Increasing Cordiality in Relations & Matter of Recent Ocecurrence
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

TOKYO, Aug. 28,
s in diplomatic circles aud among interested observers is the increasing i
cordiality between Siam and Japan. This rapprochement undoubtedly is one of the most iuteresting recent ~
developments in the record of unusual Far Eastern events, _

One of the chief topics these day.

Numerous missions of good-will have come from Siam bearing gifts-includirg such oddities as two elepha-
nts and a fragment of Buddha’s bones-and profitable orders for trade and warships,
L Japan, on its part, has dispatched technical advisers in road construction, agricultural experts, diplomats

swimming conches, scholars and busi to assist in the development of Siam, P _

. & |

™ Lest, however, this latest evidence of Japan’s spreading influence, coming at a time when the attention j
of the world is focussed on her policy of expansion and domination in’ Asia, be. grossly misunderstood, it should {
be mentioned bere that there has been no deliberete effort on Japan’s part to force this rapprochement. -

The truth is, incredible as it may seem, that Japan, as late as in October, 1933, deliberately or otherwise
acted to durry the ill-will of Siam bv shutting out Siamese rice from Japan. As this is the only important 1
item of export from that couutry to Nippon and as the measure was passed in tbe face of increasing Japanese

! exports to Siam as well as in the wake of Siam’s friendly gesture in abstaining from voting against Japan at

the League of Nations on the Manchurian question, this country’s unkind treatment of Siam was certainly

uncalled for,
Fear of Misunderstandiug

The conduct of Siam, in the light of such action, in sceking a rapprochement with Nippon rather than in !

} planning retaliative measures, seems almost as strange as Japaw’s enactment oftrade barriers against one of -

the few couussries with which it enjoys a favourable trade balance. 3

But Japan did nothiug to encourage a rapprochement with Siam until a few months ago. This may- have

been because it feared that any positive overtures on its part, coming so close on the heels of its programme

: in the north, would be misinterpreted by the world or because It had its hands filled with more pressing mat-

ters in Manchuria and North China, to say nothing of jn other parts of the world where almost unsurmoun-




table trade barriers were being erected against its products.
u ; Whatever the cause, it was Siam and not Japan which pressed for a closer tie.

The one sided trade relation between the two countries constitutes to-day the one hlemish in the picture of . |
good-will, Japan exports roughly Y, 800,000. This was not always so. Up to October, 1933" this country pur- i
chased about Y. 15,000,000. worth of Siamcse rice each year. Moreover, while Siamese exports are being cut 4
down, Japanese exports continue to increese at an astonishing pace and Japanese exporters have visions of tre- ,,
bling their present sales during the next ten years,

Siam Not Offended

Your correspondeut called on Phra Mitrakarm Raksha, the Siamese Minister in Tokyo, last week to discuss
the Biamese question. I was surprised to learn that Siam was not offended dy Japan’s tariff restrictions,

“We realize,” the minister declared, “that Japan was faced with a grave internal crisis as a result of her
farm problem, and was forced to shut out imports of rice. Moreover, J apan has doue its best to make up 1
for the unequal balance and is at present conducting investigations into the possibility of importing Siamese
products.

“The prospects in this respect,” Phra Rakasha continued, “ard extremely bright. Thus far Siam has ex-

ported only a small quantity of raw cotton, wood and mineral resources but efforts are being concentrated on

i
the exploitation of Siam’s vast untapped resources particularly in the realm of cotton growing. w

™ “According to American cotton experts Siam ranks with Texas as the most suited area in the world for
the growing of cotton. At least a third of Siam can be utilized for the growing of cotton. We have already
engaged two experts, an MEonmawn. Dr. Pendleton from the HurEEvF.am. and a Japanese, Dr. Mihara, to assist
us in growing cotton,” ‘
Present plans call for the Ea_&uw. within the next six years of 200,000,000 yen worth of raw cotton. If
these plans Bn»o..m:u.o. and they will under Japanese guidance, according to nwn.moia,ﬁ.bu experts here, Siam

will cut considerably into American cotton exports to the Far East.

Cotton from Siam
In view of the great drop in raw silk exports from Japan to the United States as a result of the develo- -
pment of the rayon industry, Japan’s trade balance with the United States is much in favour of the latter
country. It is no secret that Japan is endeavouring to reduce her cotton imports from America to offset this
adverse balance and that she will be ounly too willing to purchase more raw cotton from Siam.
The bulk of Japanese exports to Siam is made up of cotton goods, rubber goods and sundry articles. The
significant thing about this is that Japan’s exports have been increasing at a phenomenal rate.

Unlike other countries which have an unfavourable balance with J. apan, moreover, Siam is not complain-

“Being an independent country Siam will not be influenced by the desires of other countries at whose cost

|

i

|

! ing. The reason is that Siam must have industrial products and prefers those which are cheap. w
|

N |

!
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Japau’s trade expansion into Siam has been made,” Phra Raksha declares. “As long as Japan is able to su-
pply better products more cheaply we will buy from her.”

This, of course, may mere diplomacy. It is not at all unlikely that the powers that be in Siam at present
who kicked out pro-British King Prajadhipok, are playing up to Japan for reasons hest known to themselves.

How else can one explain the presence of the chief of staff of the Siamese army in Japan, the visit some
months ago of a military mission composed of 15 army officers, the placing subsequently of order for two
in:..r:a. the visit last month of a group of naval officers and, finally, the friendship mission of a group of
16 members of the Siamese parliament all during the past few months.

Also it should be remembered that Siam was the only member of the League which did not vote against -
Japan at the Council meeting which resulted in Japan’s withdrawal from that body.

Naval Shiphuilding

The present orders which are two torpedo boats, is the first placed by Siam in Japan, At present Siam
has no navy to speak of but she has set her mind on developing a good-sized fleet and it is significant that
he has turned to Japan for guidance in this matter.

Phra Raksha sees no reason for surprise over this trend in affairs. Siam,- he says, has predilections

towards no country. It places orders for steamships, war vessels and other industrial products with the count-

ry capable of meeting its requirements cheaply. Hitherto Italy, Great Britain and France have had most of i

e ——— e e " 6

Siam’s orders. The reason the country is shifting its orders to Japan is because it noted the remarkable stris

des in Japanese industry, the excellence of this country’s products and thier cheapness.

In other matters also, according to Phra Raksha, Siam is secking Japan’s guidance. In the realm of spots,
particularly in swimming, has Siam noted how the Japanese, despite their small physique, have defeated the
mermen of Western countries.

Attributing this to skill in training and the fighting spirit of the Japanese, the Siamesc have decided to.

invite Japanese coaches to train Siamese swimmers,

Agricultural Experts Wanted

Again, in an altogether different realm, agriculture, the Siamese have noted the remarkable progress made
by Japan. To-day Japanese farms yield more per acre than that of any other country in the world. So Japan
has been requested to send scveral agricultural experts to Siam.

Still another province in which Siam aspires to follow Japan is road construction. Following the destru- |
ction of Tokyo and Yokohama in the earthquake of 1923, Japan set itself on laying out a net-work of cone- . .
rete and asphalt streets something which was regarded as extremely difficult because of the matural dampness _
of Japanese soil which is perfectly suited for ricc paddies but scarcely for the laying of concrete roads.

Noting the success of Japanese, the ‘Siamese who are confronted with the same type of rice paddy soil,
bave recently hired several Japanese road coustrnction experts to plan the laying out of the municipal road

’ 1n



" 12
system in the couutry.

In military affairs, also, Siam is anxious to obtain the guidance of Japan. A missicn of 15 army officers
has been studying the Japanese army system during the past few months while a :rﬁ& wission, recently arri-
ved, is engaged in inspecting Japanese naval dockyards and vessels. The dispatching of army and naval advi-
sers to Siam should surprise no one.

A’though the mmvBom,m steadfastly maintain tbat this sudden interest in Japan bas nothing to do with ru-
mours circulated in this country that Siam sceks to ride itself of British, Chinese and French domination, a
good many Japanese are inclined to feel that there is some foundation in these reports. As a matter of fact
some circles delight in imagining that Siam is under foreign yoke and that this country. is imbued with the
duty of helping Siam shake this off.

Under No Yoke

The truth of the matter is that although Siam has been rather unfortunate in its early foreign associa-
tious, the country:is far from being under the yoke of any nation to-day.

“That,” Phra Raksha, who iua sense of humour, told me in commenting on printed reports that Japan was
to help Siam shake off. its foreign yoke, “is a good yoke.”

It is mare likely that Siam’s overtures to Japan _:..m due partly to her genuine admiration of this country

and partly to obtain Japanese support for the present administration, There are, it is well to. remember, a

e 2 -

good many revoltions in Siam and it is a good thing for the government in power to have friends on the out-
side, - :

The record of its early relations with foreign countries has not been a very bright page in Siam’s history.
To France Siam lost a large section of. her northern provinces, including Cambodia, England took an impor-
tant slice of her southern provinces and China to-day controls practically the whole of Siam’s commerce and
most of her private wealth,

So the Japanese take delight in recalling an incident which took place early this year. It was sometime
in March that this country announced that its training squadron would callat Bangkok. Englandand France,
say the Japanese accounts, were considerably disconcerted and immediately notified Siam that their own warsh-
ips would call on friendly missions.

According to the Japanese, the reception which the Siamese accorded the vessels of the three countries is
perhaps an indication of public fecling in that country towards these respective nations, ‘ v

The French squadron was the first to arrive, Ten Siamese army planes were sent out to greet the visitors,

Next to come were the British. This time twenty planes soared into the skies: Finally the Japanese ships
moved up towards Bangkok and it was a topic of ccusiderable discussion as to how many planes Siam would
senud out to greet their new ally.

“French and British diplomats,” so the Japanese accounts relate, “were flabbergasted as they looked up
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into the skies the morning the Japanese ships put into port. More than 100 army and civilian planes circled
over Nippon's vessels and zomme:d their welcome.”

The puestion which occurs to interested observers is whether Siam will he any more fortunate in its rela-
tions with Japau than with the other aoﬁn—iom with which it has had close association,

With a land area the size of France, Siam has a population of only 13, 000,000. It realizes, for this
reason, that it must remain an agricultural country for at least 50 years or until it has a population of at
least 50, 000,000.

Despite the Japanese restriction against Siamese rice, Siam is anxious to purchase Japanese industrial pro-
ducts which admittedly are cheap. On the other hand, although its most favourable trade belance is with
China, which imports 100,000,000 yen of Siamese rice and fish each year and exports little, Siam is not as
grateful to the Chinese as one would imagine.

The answer is that the 500,000 Chinese merchants, who do all of this trade and who control practically
the whole of Siam’s business besides, send more than half of their profits each year to China in cash. When
one considers how thrifty the Chinese are the full import of what this means to a poor country like Siam
will be realised. ’

So far Japan has no capital invested in Siam. British investments predominatc and have a practical

monopoly in the railway, forestry and zine mining mumcmﬁnmom.. France controls the gold mines in Southorp Siam

e o

while the bulk of the capital invested in the power industry is Belgian and Danish. Commwerce, as bas already
been noted, is completely in the hands of the Chanese.
How Japan will wedge into this preserve and what will be the consequence is a problem which is natura-

lly being watched with the utmost interest and concern,
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